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PREFACE 


The  District  vital  statistics  show  a  moderate  rise  in  the  birth¬ 
rate  (17.2  per  1,000  population  from  16.6  in  1948)  as  compared 
with  the  notable  fall  from  21.5  in  1947.  The  death-rate  (10.6  per 
1,000  population)  rose  by  one  per  cent 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  has  again  fallen,  thus  continuing 
the  1947-48  trend  (30.4  in  1947,  24.9  in  1948,  and  23.9  in  1949)' 
The  total  number  of  infant  deaths  in  the  District  was  23  (the  same 
figure  as  in  1948) .  87%  of  the  infant  deaths  occurred  in  the  first 

three  months  of  life. 

At  the  end  of  the  Report  will  be  found  a  Table  showing  vital 
statistics  in  England  and  Wales  and  the  local  Districts. 

Very  little  notifiable  infectious  disease  occurred  in  the  District, 
apart  from  outbreaks  of  Measles.  The  number  of  cases  of 
Whooping  Cough  notified  was  only  20  as  compared  with  197  in 
1948  and  16  in  1947. 

There  were  only  29  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever — they  were  dis¬ 
tributed  over  the  year  throughout  the  District. 

As  regards  Poliomyelitis,  there  was  a  total  of  17  cases,  of 
which  three  were  adults  In  all  cases  some  paralysis  was  present. 
There  were  two  deaths,  of  which  one  was  an  adult  and  the  other  a 
schoolchild,  who,  after  a  protracted  illness,  died  in  1950.  Two 
children  in  one  family  contracted  the  disease,  one  of  them  being 
principally  affected  with  facial  paralysis.  There  was  some  evidence 
of  the  possibility  of  conveyance  by  carriers  between  two  of  the 
cases,  and  some  possibility  was  also  determined  of  the  disease 
having  been  introduced  into  the  District  from  an  area  already 
infected. 

There  was  no  case  of  Diphtheria  during  the  year. 
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BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

STATISTICS 


The  Borough  comprises . 7,193  acres 

Population  (Registrar -General's  estimate  of  the  resident 


population)  1949  .  22,610 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1949)  according 

to  rate  books .  5,919 

Rateable  Value  .  ...  .  £138,794 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £548 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 


LIVE 

(  Legitimate 

BIRTHS 

( 

(  Illegitimate 

STILL¬ 

(  Legitimate 

BIRTHS 

( 

(Illegitimate 

DEATHS 


Total.  M.  F. 

392  197  195  )  BIRTH-RATE 

)  per  1,000  of  the 
1 7  14  3  )  estimated  resi¬ 

dent  population  18. 1 


n  5  6  )  STILL-BIRTH 

)  RATE  per  1,000 
—  —  )  (live  and  still) 

births  .  26.3 


234  116  118  DEATH-RATE 

per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resi¬ 
dent  population  10.3 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  .  NIL 


Death-Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  26.9 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  ...  23.0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  ..  117.6 

Actual  Number  of  deaths  under  1  year: 

Legitimate .  9  )  Total 

Illegitimate .  2  )  11 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  46 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  NIL 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  NIL 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (Under  2  gears  of  age)  ...  1 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death. 

Of  the  234  deaths,  75  were  attributed  to  Heart  Disease  and  47 
to  Other  Circulatory  Diseases.  There  were  3  deaths  from  Pul¬ 
monary  Tuberculosis  (one  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  and 
20  from  Other  Respiratory  Diseases.  There  were  4b  deaths  from 
Cancer.  One  death  was  recorded  as  due  to  Influenza  and  there 
were  two  Road  Traffic  fatalities 

Causes  of  Death  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

Of  the  11  deaths,  two  were  due  to  Congenital  Disease  or 
Injury,  5  to  Prematurity,  one  to  Accident,  one  to  Broncho¬ 
pneumonia,  one  to  Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis,  and  one  to  Gastro- 
Enteritis.  Nine  of  the  eleven  deaths  occurred  in  children  under  3 
months  of  age-two  of  these  were  illegitimate  and  died  from 
Prematurity 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


Visits  and  Inspections  Made. 

Complaints  :  Number  of  complaints  investigated  ...  238 

General:  Houses— Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  205 

Housing  Act  ...  .  .  ...  15 

Infectious  diseases  ...  . .  26 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  .  56 

On  complaint  .  ...  238 

Council  house  applicants  ...  no 

Drainage  inspections  and  tests  ..  ...  374 

Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  11 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  ...  ...  ...  47 

Canal  boats  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Stables  and  piggeries  ...  ...  ...  10 

Rats  and  mice  infestation  ...  ...  i486 

Factories  .  ..  ..  ...  98 

Workplaces  ..  ...  ...  ...  4 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  25 

Cinemas  ...  ...  ...  .  .  ...  6 

Shops  Acts  .  127 

Petroleum  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Water  supply  ...  •  ...  123 
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BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


Meat  and  Foods 


Samples  Taken  : 


Swimming  pool  ... 

21 

Rivers,  streams  and  ditches 

11 

Smoke  observations 

25 

Common  yards  and  passages  ... 

14 

Vacant  land  and  dumps  ... 

14 

Disinfection 

34 

Verminous  premises  or  rooms  ... 

36 

Revisits  to  premises  under  Notice 

. .  1074 

Interviews  with  owners,  etc. 

...  740 

Miscellaneous  visits 

...  828 

Slaughterhouses 

23 

Butcher’s  shops  and  stalls 

••  159 

Fried  fish  shops  ... 

29 

General  food  shops  and  premises 

.  .  212 

Dairies  and  milkshops  ... 

...  236 

Cowsheds  ... 

153 

Ice  cream  premises 

64 

Restaurants  and  dining  rooms  ... 

148 

Licensed  premises 

89 

Bakehouses 

52 

Milk  Samples 

87 

Milk  samples  tested  at  office 

66 

Milk  bottles  and  churn  rinses  ... 

89 

Water  samples 

63 

Ice  cream  samples 

15 

Swimming  pool  ...  . 

29 

Dining  utensil  examinations 

17 

Notices  Served 

Outstanding 

31.12.48 


and  Complied  With. 

Served  Complied  with 

1949  1949 


Outstanding 

31.12.49 


211 


III 


Nuisances  Abated:  Defects  and  Contraventions  Remedied. 


Houses  .  696 

Movable  dwellings  .  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  . .  ...  ...  2 

Ice  cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Food  premises  .  too 

Factories . 15 

6 
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Shops 

Licensed  premises 
Petroleum  ... 


34 

27 

13 


Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 


The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  states: —  “  The  steady  decline 
in  disinfection  and  disinfestation  noticeable  in  recent  years  has 
been  maintained.  It  is  remarkable  that,  in  an  old  town  such  as 
this,  there  are  so  few  vermin-infested  houses.  Many  of  the  houses 
are  ideal  for  breeding  purposes,  bedrooms  are  small  and  over¬ 
crowded  with  furniture,  structures  and  decorations  are  poor  and 
there  are  too  many  people  sleeping  there,  yet  few  complaints  are 
received  and  little  evidence  found  of  bugs  and  fleas.  No  doubt  the 
use  of  modern  insecticides  with  a  lasting  residual  effect  largely 
accounts  for  this  satisfactory  position 


Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease 
Houses  treated  for  bed-bugs-  -Council  houses 

Other  houses 

Houses  treated  for  other  vermin 
Loads  of  bedding  steam  disinfected  .  . 


13 

5 

5 

17 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  states: — “  Safety  of  food  supplies 
received  more  attention  in  1940  than  ever  before.  Education  is 
the  key  to  success  in  any  Clean  Food  Campaign.  Many  food 
traders  are  keenly  interested  in  clean  food,  and  are  anxious  to 
adapt  their  premises  and  adopt  methods  which  will  result  in  im¬ 
provement.  In  speaking  to  proprietors  and  managers  it  is  often 
found  we  are  talking  to  the  converted:  education  of  staffs  to  appre¬ 
ciate  the  need  for  the  suggestions  made  is  another  thing,  and  there 
is  a  long  way  to  go  before  we  can  feel  satisfied. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  year  was  undoubtedly  the  Clean 
Food  Exhibition,  staged  in  conjunction  with  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture  and  Fisheries  (Infestation  Department),  and  held  in 
October.  A  full  week  instead  of  only  four  days  would  have  been 
advisable,  for  it  was  found  that  personal  recommendation  was  the 
best  publicity  and  it  took  several  days  for  the  public  to  realise 
that  something  interesting  was  to  be  seen.  A  wide  interest  was 
aroused,  however,  and  the  follow  up  work  which  is  now  in  progress 
has  proved  much  easier  as  a  result.” 
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Milk  Production  and  Distribution. 

The  bulk  of  the  milk  consumed  in  the  Borough  as  pasteurised. 
Of  the  26  farms  in  the  Borough,  7  produced  Tuberculin  Tested 
milk  and  3  Accredited  milk  The  other  16  produced  non-graded 
milk. 

(a)  Non-Graded  Milk.  The  production  of  non-graded  milk 
was  largely  controlled  by  inspection  of  premises  and  the  carrying 
out  of  the  Resazurin  Test.  The  quality  of  the  milk  was  well 
maintained  in  1949. 

Resazurin  Tests  carried  out — 66  (56  Satisfactory,  9  Doubtful, 
and  1  Unsatisfactory). 

(b)  Graded  (Designated)  Milk.  Graded  milk  was  being 
produced  as  follows: — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  7  farms. 

Accredited  Milk  .  3  farms. 

The  production  of  graded  milk  was  principally  controlled  by 
inspection  of  premises  and  by  Methylene  Blue  and  Bacteriological 
Tests  by  the  County  Council. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  states: —  “  Legislation  has 
brought  great  changes  in  the  control  of  milk  production  and  its 
distribution  On  October  1st,  194Q,  these  new  arrangements  came 
into  force: — 

(i)  Control  of  milk  production  by  the  Ministry  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  and  Fisheries;  except  in  the  case  of  milk-borne 
infection  the  Local  Authority  has  no  right  of  entry  to 
dairy  farms  in  connection  with  milk.  This  includes 
producer- retailers . 

(ii)  Control  of  heat-treatment  processes  by  Food  and  Drugs 
Authorities. 

(iii)  Control  of  distribution  by  Local  Authorities. 

On  the  face  of  things  it  would  appear  that  a  unified  control 
of  production  is  to  be  welcomed,  but  a  careful  study  of  the  new 
arrangements  causes  some  considerable  uneasiness.  In  the  County 
of  Hertfordshire  it  is  understood  that  the  many  sanitary  inspectors 
previously  engaged  in  milk  production  control  have  been  replaced 
by  a  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Milk  Production  Officer  and  two 
female  assistants;  clearly,  this  staff  cannot  cover  the  hundreds  of 
designated  milk  farms  in  the  County.  Moreover,  apparently,  these 
Officers  do  not  concern  themselves  with  the  production  of  non- 
designated  raw  milk,  which  seems  to  be  the  business  of  no  Statutory 
officer. 
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It  is  hoped  that  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Act,  1949,  is 
more  successful  than  the  war-time  regulations  which  had  similar 
aims.  This  Act  provides  for  *  specified  areas  *  in  which  all  milk 
for  sale  by  retail  for  human  consumption  (other  than  catering 
sales)  shall  be  designated  milk,  i.e.,  tuberculin  tested,  accredited 
or  heat-treated:  the  last  named  now  includes  sterilised  milks.  One 
is  glad  to  note  the  intention  to  abandon  accredited  milk  in  1954; 
the  term  has  often  been  misinterpreted  by  the  public  to  indicate 
a  milk  equal  to,  if  not  better  than  tuberculin  tested  milk.” 

(c)  Pasteurised  Milk.  18  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were 

taken,  of  which  5  were  unsatisfactory.  The  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  states:  —  “  The  unsatisfactory  reports  of  pasteurised 

milk  all  related  to  the  methylene  blue  (keeping  quality)  test  and 
not  to  the  phosphatase  (pasteurising)  test,  which  proves  the  con¬ 
tention  that  pasteurisation  cannot  make  poor  keeping  quality  milk 
good,  although  it  may  prolong  its  life  slightly.  In  view  of  what 
has  already  been  said  about  production  control,  a  spell  of  hot 
weather  will  probably  cause  further  failures  in  the  coming  year.” 
The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  remarks,  therefore,  insist  that  although 
pasteurisation  is  a  powerful  protection  against  infection,  it  does 
not  make  bad  milk  good  and  the  desirability  of  careful  control 
over  milk  production  remains. 

(d)  Bottle  Tests: —  Satisfactory  reports  .  73 

Fairly  satisfactory  ...  ...  2 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  8 

(e)  Premises.  The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  states: — 
“  Extensive  alterations  and  new  equipment,  including  a  new 
Straight-on  Bottle  Washer  and  Filler  by  Auto-Dairy  Engineers 
Ltd.,  have  greatly  improved  the  Hygienic  Dairies  premises. 
Although  uncertainty  of  the  future,  owing  to  lack  of  definite 
information  from  the  Development  Corporation,  necessitated 
confining  their  activities  to  rearrange  the  existing  build¬ 
ings,  the  directors  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  results,  and  to 
the  way  in  which  milk  processing  and  retail  delivery  was  main¬ 
tained  throughout  the  summer  months  in  spite  of  the  chaos  of  the 
various  buildings  and  engineering  operations  in  progress  All  milk 
is  now  pasteurised.” 

(f)  Register.  The  new  Regulations  which  came  into  force 
in  October  transferred  milk  production  to  the  Ministry  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  and  Fisheries,  and  introduced  the  term  ‘  Distributor.’  The 
following  table  is  probably  correct  for  December  1949: — 
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Cowkeepers  only 

Cowkeeper  Retailers  . 

Distributors . 

Distributors  (bottled  milk  only)  ... 

Dairy  Premises 

Licensed  to  Pasteurise  milk 

Licensed  to  bottle  and  sell  T.T.  milk 

* 

Licensed  to  sell  T.T.  Pasteurised  milk 
Licensed  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk 
Licensed  to  sell  Sterilised  milk 


21 


10 


5 
9 

9 

6 


9 


8 


i 


i 


Ice  Cream. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  states: —  “  The  number  of  manu¬ 
facturers  in  the  Borough  remained  at  two,  but  registrations  for  the 
sale  of  ice  cream  increased  by  ten.  Several  mobile  retailers  visited 
regularly  throughout  the  season  and  proved  satisfactory. 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  Licensed  Premises,  Market 

Nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  visits  were  paid  to  eating  places 
and  many  improvements  were  made.  -Experiments  were  made  in 
washing-up  technique  with  Laboratory  assistance.  This  work 
continues. 

A  detailed  survey  of  licensed  premises,  at  many  of  which 
snacks  or  meals  are  provided,  is  in  progress.  Several  licensees 
have  co-operated  in  glass  washing  and  at  a  number  of  houses 
excellent  results  are  obtained.  The  Sanitary  Inspectors  were 
invited  to  a  local  meeting  of  the  Licensed  Victuallers’  Association 
where  a  most  helpful  clean  food  discussion  took  place. 

Washing  facilities  provided  by  the  local  authority  on  its  market 
site  in  1949  have  proved  most  acceptable  and  have  been  much  used 
by  stall-holders. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Centralised  slaughtering  at  Watford  continues.  There  have 
been  a  few  animals  inspected  which  were  killed  locally  under  the 
Self-Suppliers  Scheme: — 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excl¬ 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

43 

Number  inspected 

•  •  . 

... 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

43 

All  Diseases  Except  Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

... 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

... 

... 

2.3 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

... 

... 

... 

8 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

... 

... 

... 

... 

18.6 

2.  Foodstuffs  dealt  with  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  included: 


Meat  ...  . 

Sausages 

Rabbits 

Fish 

Vegetables  . 

Bread . 

Pies  . 

Sago  ...  ...  « . . 

Cheese 

Tins.  Jars  and  Bottles 


948  lbs. 

88  lbs. 

22 

35  stones. 
56  lbs. 

179  loaves. 
11 

70  lbs. 

28  lbs. 
1131 


Food  Poisoning. 

No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  have  occurred  during  the  year. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act  1937. 

i.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

* 

Inspections 

Written 
N  otices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  i,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

68 

20 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

111 

78 

3 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 

outworkers'  premises) 

TOTAL  ... 

179 

98 

4 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
Defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 

Particulars 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 

prosec¬ 

utions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  ... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences: 

(a)  insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

7 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  re> 

lating  to  Outwork)  ... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

5 

16 

— 

1 

— 
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Outwork. 

Section  110. 

Number  of  outworkers  in  August  list  required  by  Sect.  iio(i)(c): 

Wearing  Apparel — Making,  etc  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Tents  ...  ...  ...  ..  .  .  ...  ...  i 

The  making  of  boxes  or  other  receptacles  or  parts  there¬ 
of  made  wholly  or  partially  of  paper  ...  ...  126 

Brush  making  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Total  ...  ..  ...  ...  138 

Number  of  cases  in  default  in  sending  lists  to  the  Council  ..  Nil 

Number  of  prosecutions  for  failure  to  supply  lists  ...  ...  Nil 

Section  111. 

Number  of  instances  of  work  in  unwholesome  premises  ...  Nil 


HOUSING 

One  cannot  but  feel  that  inadequate  housing  remains  the  over¬ 
riding  post-war  health  problem.  It  forms  the  basis  of  so  much 
ill-health,  whether  it  be  mental,  moral  or  physical.  The  year's 
figures  show  that  we  have  been  unable,  in  1949,  to  begin  to  over¬ 
take  the  reasonable  demand  for  better  accommodation;  we  have 
even  lost  ground. 

The  Housing  Manager  states:  “  From  the  point  of  view  of 
housing,  the  past  year  has  been  a  difficult  one.  The  number  of 
houses  completed  during  the  year  has  only  been  halt  the  number 
completed  during  the  previous  year,  while  a  large  number  of  new 
applications  have  been  received,  with  the  result  that  the  total 
number  on  the  waiting  list  is  higher  than  it  was  a  year  ago,  even 
allowing  for  a  certain  number  of  applicants  who  hnd  accommoda¬ 
tion  for  themselves  or  move  away  and  no  longer  need  housing  in 
this  district.  It  is  disturbing  to  realise  how  urgently  in  need  of 
accommodation  are  some  of  the  most  recent  applicants,  and  one 
does  feel  that  the  present  day  housing  problem  is  very  far  from 
solved.  There  are  still  families  living  in  badly  overcrowded 
houses,  there  are  the  men  who  have  only  recently  come  to  the  town 
to  take  up  employment  here,  leaving  ffieir  wives  and  children  in 
some  other  part  of  the  country,  and  there  are  those  whom  housing 
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authorities  originally  set  out  to  help — the  families  living  under  bad 
conditions  in  condemned  houses.  Tt  is  encouraging  to  note  that 
during  this  past  year  two  families  have  been  housed  because  they 
were  living  in  condemned  cottages,  which  will  not  be  reoccupied, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  continue,  although  with  the  present 
acute  shortage,  the  demolition  of  houses,  however  bad,  must 
necessarily  be  on  a  small  scale. 

The  problem  of  high  rents,  inevitable  with  building  costs  at 
their  present  level,  is  again  a  serious  one-  It  means  that  some  of 
the  families  most  urgently  in  need  of  accommodation  cannot  always 
be  housed  as  quickly  as  might  otherwise  be  possible,  as  they  have 
to  wait  until  a  vacancy  occurs  in  one  of  the  less  expensive  pre-war 
houses.  It  means  too,  that  some  of  the  Council  tenants  with  large 
families  continue  to  live  under  crowded  conditions  because  they 
cannot  afford  to  pay  a  rent  which  is  probably  more  than  double 
the  rent  of  their  pre-war  house.  Although  it  is  gratifying  to  see 
the  new  houses  occupied  by  a  good  type  of  tenant,  this  rent  prob¬ 
lem  does  mean  that  the  potential  “  problem  family  ”  is  frequently 
passed  over,  whereas  if  it  were  possible  to  give  them  better  housing 
conditions  many  of  them  might  well  become  useful  members  of  the 
community. 

Taking  the  year  as  a  whole,  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  position 
has  improved.  Although  the  best  possible  use  has  been  made  of 
the  accommodation  available,  by  transferring  tenants  whenever 
possible  to  larger  or  smaller  houses  as  required,  so  as  to  accom¬ 
modate  some  other  family  more  suitably,  there  are  still  many 
applicants  of  great  urgency,  some  of  whom  have  been  on  the 
waiting  list  for  some  time,  and  for  whom  there  is  still  no  hope  of 
being  able  to  provide  accommodation/' 


i.  During  the  year  1949,  the  following  houses  were: — 


(a)  Commenced  Only. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Prefabricated 

Nil 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick  ... 

32 

C  Old  People’s  Bungalows 
(  3  bedroom 

11 
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(b)  Completed. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Prefabricated 

Nil 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick  ... 

73 

f  Old  People’s  Bungalows 
f  3  bedroom,  parlour 

12 

2  The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31.12.49  was  as 
follows:— 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  COMPLETED  since  1.1.45  up  to 
31.12.49 : 


Site 

No.  of  Houses 

Crabtree  Lane 

31 

Wood  Crescent 

19 

Adeyheld  ... 
Belswains  Farm 

102 

Estate 

102 

Beechfield  1. 

50* 

Oakdene  Road 

6 

Fairway 

6 

Type  of  House 


Temporary  Prefabricated — 2  bedroom 
do.  do.  do. 

Permanent  Prefab  — B.I.S.F.,  3  bed. 

Permanent  Brick --3  and  4  bedroom 
Permanent  Brick 
Permanent  Brick — 3  bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3  bedroom 


*  Original  contract  for  g8  houses  reduced  to  50  houses. 


(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  COMMENCED  since  1.1.45,  BUT 
NOT  COMPLETED  at  31.12.4 9: 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No. 

comm¬ 

enced 

No, 

com¬ 

pleted 

Stonelea  Road 

14* 

3  bedroom 

14 

12 

Beechfield  2. 

22 

Bungalows  &  3  bedroom 

22 

3 

Fairway 

12 

3  bedroom 

10 

*  Proposal  includes  for  17  houses  additional  to  above,  of  which  14  have 
been  commenced  and  completed  for  private  purchasers. 
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(c)  Particulars  of  Other  Schemes  PROJECTED  since  1.1.49 
(i.e.,  Schemes  about  which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where 
a  start  had  not  been  made  at  31  12.49  : 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type  of  house 

Beechfield  No.  3,... 

26 

2  &  3  bedroom— parlour,  and 

Old  People’s  Bungalows 

Beechfield  No.  4 _ 

30 

2  &  3  bedroom,  parlour 

Beechfield  No.  5 _ 

22 

2  &  3  bedroom,  parlour 

Belswains  3,  4  &  5 

68 

2  Sc  3  bedroom 

Note:  Since  1.1.45,  443  houses  have  been  built  within  the  Borough, 
of  which  331  are  in  Corporation  ownership  and  112  privately 
owned. 


At  31.12.49,  38  houses  weie  in  course  of  erection,  of  which 
31  were  to  the  order  of  the  Corporation  and  7  for  private 
purchasers. 

3.  Number  of  houses  requisitioned  at  the  end  of  1949  ..  49 

Number  of  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  for  Council 

houses  at  end  of  1949  .  ...  .  ..  ...  1168 


With  regard  to  the  problem  of  unfit  houses,  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  reports: —  “  The  condition  of  many  houses  is  rapidly 
deteriorating.  Factors  which  rendei  remedial  action  difficult  include 
.  the  comparative  scarcity  of  building  labour  and  the  preference  of 
builders  for  work  other  than  patching  worn-out  structures;  the 
high  cost  of  repairs  compared  with  low  prewar  rents;  and  the 
uncertainty  as  to  the  future  engendered  by  the  New  Town  pro¬ 
posals.  Much  house  property  in  the  town  is  of  poor  quality  and 
many  dwellings  are  overdue  for  demolition.  The  Housing  Act 
limits  repair  work  by  the  ‘  at  reasonable  expense  ”  clause,  and 
even  where  owners  are  prepared  to  spend  large  sums  of  money  on 
reconditioning  and  improvements,  the  houses  are  never  really 
satisfactory/  when  judged  by  present  standards. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  recommend  some  properties  for  demo¬ 
lition,  but  the  problem  of  rehousing  has  then  to  be  faced  It  is 
almost  impossible  for  the  tenants  themselves  to  find  alternative 
accommodation,  and  they  must  take  their  place  on  the  Council's 
waiting  list:  this  may  mean  a  period  of  one  or  two  years  before 
they  are  rehoused/ ' 
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The  Hemel  Hempstead  Development  Corporation  began  house 
building  in  April,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  its  first  two  housing 
contracts,  totalling  233  houses,  had  been  started;  it  is  hoped  that 
these  will  be  completed  by  the  end  of  1950.  These  houses  are, 
of  course,  solely  for  the  accommodation  of  newcomers  transferred 
to  the  New  Town. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

The  only  extension  of  sewers  was  by  the  Hemel  Hempstead 
Development  Corporation,  who  laid  a  length  of  foul  and  surface 
water  sewer  connecting  Adeyfield  to  the  sewage  farm;  by  the  end 
of  1949,  sewers  for  269  dwellings  there  were  under  construction. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  greater  part  of  the  Borough  is  supplied  by  mains  water; 
a  small  area  at  Felden  is  connected  to  the  Rickmansworth  and 
Uxbridge  Valley  Company's  water  supply,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  town  is  supplied  from  the  Council's  bore-holes — one  at  Piccots 
End  and  two  at  the  Waterworks  at  Marlowes. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  states:—  ”  Although  the  excep¬ 
tionally  dry  summer  caused  acute  water  shortage  in  many  areas, 
the  additional  supply  made  available  by  the  bore  at  Piccots  End, 
together  with  certain  new  mains  (laid  in  1948),  resulted  in  an 
adequate  quantity  being  provided  throughout  the  Borough.  Com¬ 
plaints  of  shortage  on  higher  ground  were  absent — a  pleasant 
change  from  previous  years.  The  average  daily  consumption 
increased  by  38,537  gallons  to  1,098,560  gallons.  All  water  is 
chlorinated.  Sampling  continued  throughout  the  year  and  reports 
were  consistently  good. 

A  number  of  premises  still  rely  on  private  bores  and  wells. 
At  four  houses  unsatisfactory  sample  reports  were  received;  in  one 
case  an  alternative  supply  was  provided,  and  in  three  instances 
attention  to  wells  or  apparatus  remedied  the  trouble. 

The  position  at  Winkwell  remains  unsatisfactory.  The  bore  at 
Pouchen  Hall,  in  that  area,  dried  up  and  water  has  been  carted  to 
provide  the  Hall  and  two  adjoining  cottages.  The  extension  of  the 
water  main  from  the  London  Road  is  still  awaited.” 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  dwelling-houses  and 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains; — 
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Populationf 

(a)  Supply  direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

22590 

6217 

22388 

24 

59 

f  Registrar-General's  estimated  resident  pooulation  for  1948. 


Water  Samples  taken  during  1949: 


Description 

of 

Samples 

No  of  Samples 

Bacteriological  Exam. 

Chemical  Examination 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsat. 

Taken 

Satis. 

U  nsat. 

Main  Supply — 

Raw  Water  ... 

14 

13 

1 

3 

3 

Chlorinated ... 

13 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Private  Supplies 

28 

19 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Swimming  Pool 

29 

25 

4 

— 

— 

Main  Water  ...!  Total  Hardness— 24.0  parts  per  100,000;  16  8  grains  per  gall 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1949: — 


Disease 

Total 

cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

11 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

Nil 

Measles  ... 

•  •  * 

256 

10 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

•  •  • 

7 

7 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Nil 

Infective  Hepatitis 

2 

1 

Nil 

Dysentery  ... 

... 

3 

3 

— 

Cerebrospinal  Fever 

... 

1 

1 

Nil 
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Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups. 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

iDysentery 

1  _ 

1 

Cerebrospinal 

Fever 

1 

Under  i  year 

1 

8 

•  •  • 

i  to  2  years  ... 

.  •  . 

.  .  . 

1 

14 

.  .  . 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

1 

2  to  3 

1 

.  •  . 

.  •  . 

40 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

3  to  4  ,, 

2 

3 

•  •  , 

29 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

4  to  5 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

40 

.  .  . 

.  .  * 

.  .  • 

5  to  io  ,, 

5 

3 

.  .  . 

114 

... 

1 

.  •  . 

io  to  15 

0 

mm 

.  .  . 

7 

1 

.  .  • 

1 

15  to  20  ,, 

»  •  • 

.  •  . 

.  •  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

20  to  35 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

35  to  45  ,, 

1 

1 

1 

1 

.  •  • 

.  .  . 

45  to  65  „ 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

65  and  upwards  .. 

... 

♦  •  • 

... 

3 

.  •  • 

... 

TOTAL  CASES 

NOTIFIED  ... 

11 

8 

2 

256 

7 

1 

2 

3 

1 

Apart  from  an  epidemic  of  Measles,  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
infectious  disease  was  light.  The  majority  of  Measles  cases  occurred 
from  February  to  May;  there  were  no  deaths,  io  cases  received 
hospital  treatment. 


Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases. 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  22 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  ...  8 


Deaths. 

Pulmonary 
Non-Pulmonary  ... 


3 

i 
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STATISTICS 

The  Rural  District  comprises  an  area  of  20,249  acres,  and  is 
made  up  of  the  parishes  of  Kings  Langley,  Flaunden,  Bovingdon, 
Great  Gaddesden,  Flamstead  and  Markyate. 


Population  (Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  resident 

population)  1949  .  11,210 

Number  of  inhabitant  houses  (end  of  1949)  according 

to  rate  books  ...  ...  ...  ..  ..  ...  3,246 

Rateable  Value  ...  ..  ...  ...  ..  ...  £65,866 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £258 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

LIVE 

(  Legitimate 

186 

100 

86  ) 

BIRTH-RATE 

BIRTHS 

( 

) 

per  1,000  of  the 

(  illegitimate 

17 

7 

10 

) 

estimated  resi- 

dent  population  18. 1 

STILL- 

(  Legitimate 

4 

2 

2 

) 

STILL-BIRTH 

BIRTHS 

( 

) 

RATE  per  1,000 

(  Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

) 

(live  and  still) 

births  .  19.3 

DEATHS 

...  .  .  , 

124 

59 

65 

DEATH-RATE 

per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resi¬ 
dent  population  11.1 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Death-Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

All  infants  per  i.ooo  live  births  ...  .  34.5 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  ...  37.6 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  ...  Nil 

Actual  number  of  deaths  under  1  year: 

Legitimate .  7  )  Total 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  )  7 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  17 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (Under  2  years  of  age)  ...  Nil 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death. 

Of  the  124  deaths,  42  were  attributable  to  Heart  Disease  and:  11 
to  Other  Circulatory  Diseases.  One  death  was  attributable  to 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  (and  one  to  Non-Respiratory  Tuber¬ 
culosis)  and  17  to  Other  Respiratory  Diseases.  There  were  17 
deaths  from  Cancer..  1  from  Polioencephalitis  and  2  from  Measles. 
Two  deaths  were  due  to  Road  Traffic  Accidents. 

Causes  of  Death  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

Of  the  7  deaths,  4  were  attributable  to  Prematurity  1  to 
Congenital  Disease,  1  to  Intestinal  Obstruction  and  1  to  Broncho¬ 
pneumonia.  Six  of  these  deaths  were  in  infants  under  three  months 
of  age. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


Visits  and  Inspections  Made. 


Complaints  : 

Number  of  complaints  received  ... 

103 

General  : 

Houses — Housing  Acts  ... 

Applications  for  new  houses 

85 

inspected 

Housing  Survey 

Infectious  diseases — 

62 

inquiries 

13 

disinfections  . 

5 

Water  Supply 

49 

Drainage  ... 

227 

- 

Cesspools 

52 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  ... 

45 

Factories  ... 

10 

Workshops 

32 

Bakehouses 

3 

Refuse  Collection  ... 

35 

E.C.  Collection 

698 

Refuse  Disposal  ... 

95 

Rats  and  Mice — inspection 

45 

treatment 

354 

Miscellaneous  sanitary  matters  ... 

35 

Public  Houses  . 

8 
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Petroleum  ... 

••  •  *  •  a 

8 

Interviews  with  owners 

etc. 

108 

Reinspections 

•  «  •  •  *  < 

138 

Verminous  premises 

<  «  •  •  •  * 

2 

Meat  and  Foods  :  Butchers'  shops 

17 

Grocers'  shops 

.  .  .  •  - 

14 

Fishmongers'  shops 

...  ... 

IT 

Cowsheds  ... 

.  ♦  ... 

27 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

...  •  •  > 

7 

Ice  Cream  premises 

•  *  *  i  1 

18 

Restaurants 

'•  ♦  «**  «  .  0 

11 

Notices  Served  and  Complied  With. 

Statutory. 

Informal. 

Outstanding  1048 

Nil 

72 

Served  1949 

5 

183 

Complied  with  1949  ... 

5 

233 

Outstanding  31.12.49  ... 

Nil 

22 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied. 

Dustbins 

•  •  •  •  -  • 

98 

Fireplaces  ... 

...  .  *  * 

2 

Houses  with  defective  windows  and 

doors  ... 

12 

Dangerous  structures 

•  *  ~  .  •  » 

5 

Houses  with  defective  roofs,  etc- 

•  *  ♦  ... 

11 

Drainage 

,  .  ,  •  . 

34 

Water  closets 

•  •  •  ... 

4 

Water  supply 

•  .  .  •  .  * 

4 

Cleanliness 

.  *  *  .  *  • 

11 

Wall  and  ceiling  plaster  ... 

...  ... 

8 

General  dampness 

♦  •  •  »  »  » 

4 

Pail  closets 

.  •  •  ... 

18 

Floors 

.  •  •  ,  ,  , 

7 

Paving 

...  ... 

15 

Miscellaneous 

»  •  ♦  ♦  •  • 

16 

22 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


Milk  Production  and  Distribution. 


After  ist  October,  1949,  the  control  of  milk  producers  passed 
entirely  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  As  a  result, 
supervision  of  the  production  of  non-designated  milk  by  the 
producer-retailer  ceased,  and  has  not  yet  recommenced. 

The  Council  are  now  only  concerned  with  distributors  of  milk 
and  bottling  where  milk  is  obtained  by  a  dairy  from  outside 
producers. 


Number  of  Dairies  registered  (not  being  Dairy  Farms) 

Number  of  Distributors  of  Milk  . 

Number  of  Dealers  licensed  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested 

Milk  . 

Number  of  Supplementary  Accredited  licences 
Number  of  Dealers  Accredited  licences 
Number  of  Supplementary  Pasteurised  licences 
Number  of  Supplementary  Sterilized  licences . 


3 

23 

6 

1 

1 

4 

5 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Periodical  inspection  is  made  of  cafes  and  canteens  in  the 
district.  Many  of  these  are  patronised  by  transport  drivers. 
Generally  the  facilities  offered  are  rough  but  on  the  whole  the 
preparation  of  the  food  is  satisfactory  from  the  public  health  point 
of  view. 

In  my  previous  report  mention  was  made  of  the  condition  of 
village  public  houses.  In  the  year  under  review  the  work  of 
reconditioning  has  been  continued.  Particular  attention  has  been 
given  to  facilities  for  the  preparation  of  food.  Many  of  the  public 
houses  have  primitive  facilities  for  sanitation  and  it  is  often  difficult 
to  devise  adequate  methods  in  view  of  the  facilities  available. 

No  slaughtering  for  sale  for  human  consumption  takes  place 
in  the  district. 


Foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  Human  Consumption: 

Meat  and  Meat  Products  ...  ..  .,  ...  453  lbs. 

Tea  ...  ...  ...  ..,  ...  ...  ...  4  lbs. 

Tins  and  Bottles  .  ,  ..  ...  ...  ...  73 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  the  District  during 
the  year. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act  1937. 


i.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  i,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

33 

35 

14 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

57 

31 

5 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

8 

16 

2 

TOTAL  ... 

98 

82 

21 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
Defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec¬ 
utions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  conveniences  insufficient 

22 

7 

— 

1 

— 

Outwork. 


Sections  ito  and  in 


Nil 
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HOUSING 


i.  Rural  Housing  Survey. 

This  survey  was  completed  in  June,  194Q.  The  final  classifica¬ 
tion  is  as  follows: — 


Total  Number  of 
Houses  for  inspection 

Number  of 
Houses  inspected 

Categories  * 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

2279f 

2279 

718 

557 

561 

30 

378 

t  Includes  35  temporary  structures  considered  satisfactory  but  not  included 

in  the  classification. 

*  Note:  Categories — 

1.  Satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

2.  Minor  Defects. 

3.  Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or  improvement. 

4.  Appropriate  for  reconditioning  under  the  Housing  (Rural 

Workers)  Acts,,  or  similar  Act. 

5.  Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond  repair  at  a  reasonable  cost. 

2.  During  the  year  the  following  number  of  houses  were: — 


(a)  Commenced  Only. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Prefabricated 

Nil 

— 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick 

50 

2  bed. (6) ,  3  bed. (44) 
Parlour  (8),  Non- 

Parlour  (42) 

6 

(b)  Completed. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Prefabricated 

Nil 

— 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick 

19 

2  bed  (1),  3  bed  (18) 
Parlour  (8),  Non- 

Parlour  (ll) 

6 
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3.  The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31. 12.49  was  as 
follows: — 


(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  COMPLETED  since  1.1.45  up  to 
31.12.49. 


Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type  of  House 

Markyate,  Buckwood  Koad 

18 

Brick,  3  bedroom,  parlour 

;  »  1  >  )  1  *  *  * 

11 

Arcon — Temporary 

Kings  L.angley,  Bucklers  Lane... 

24 

Uni-Seco — Temporary 

>  >  >  »  »  >  •  •  • 

12 

Brick,  3  bedroom,  parlour 

, ,  Wesley  Estate... 

14 

Brick,  3  bedroom,  non-parlour 

Flamstead,  Trowley  Hill 

2 

Brick,  3  bedroom,  non-parlour 

,,  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

Brick,  3  bedroom,  parlour 

,,  Friendless  Lane 

8 

Swedish,  3  bedroom,  parlour 

1  ♦  »  1  )  t  •  •  * 

2 

Airev,  3  bedroom,  parlour 

Chipperfield,  Nun  Field 

10 

Brick,  3  bedroom,  parlour 

9  t  1  >  ft  •  •  • 

6 

Brick,  3  bedroom,  non-parlour 

Bovingdon,  The  Hyde  ... 

10 

4  Airey,  3  bedroom,  parlour 

6  Brick,  3  bed.,  non-parlour 

Bovingdon... 

6 

3  bedroom,  parlour 

Gaddesd.en  Row,  Jockey  End  ... 

4 

Brick,  3  bedroom,  non-parlour 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  COMMENCED  since  1.1.45,  BUT 
NOT  COMPLETED  at  31.12.49. 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No. 

comm¬ 

enced 

No. 

com¬ 

pleted 

K.  Langley,  Barnes  Lane 

30 

2  bed.  (6) ,  3  bed  (24), 

Non-parlour  (30) 

30 

7 

Gaddesden,  Jockey  End 

8 

3  bedroom,  4  Parlour 

and  4  Non-parlour 

8 

Markyate,  Buckwood  Rd. 

10 

3  bedroom,  2  parlour 

and  8  Non-parlour 

10 

(c)  Particulars  of  other  Schemes  PROJECTED  since  1.1.49 
(i.e,  Schemes  about  which  arrangements  are  in  hand  but  where 
a  start  had  not  been  made  at  31.12.49). 


Site 

Proposed  No. 
of  Houses 

Type 

Kings  Langley,  Barnes  Lane 

9 

2  bed.  (3),  3  bed.  (6) — 
All  Non-Parlour 

Bovingdon 

32 

3  bedroom,  4  Parlour, 
28  Non-Parlour 

Markyate 

4 

3  bedroom,  Parlour 

Kings  Langley,  Wesley  Estate 

16  Flats 

1  bed.  (8),  2  bed.  (8) 

Flamstead 

6 

3  bedroom,  2  Parlour, 

4  Non-Parlour 
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4.  Number  of  houses  and  hutments  requisitioned  by  the 

Council  as  at  31.12.49  ...  .  .  ...  ...  153 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  31.12.49  376 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

Water  supplied  to  Kings  Langley,  Bovingdon,  Chipperfield 
and  Flaunden  is  from  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley 
Water  Company.  In  this  area  there  are  a  few  houses  supplied 
from  the  Hemel  Hempstead  Borough  Waterworks  Some  outlying 
farms  and  houses  are  supplied  from  deep  bores.  Three  houses 
are  known  to  depend  on  rainwater. 

Markvate  is  supplied  from  the  Authority’s  own  waterworks  at 
Cheverells  Green.  Chlorination  is  carried  out.  The  water  is  drawn 
from  a  deep  well  and  a  borehole  in  the  chalk.  The  supply  has 
been  adequate  and  of  good  quality. 

Flamstead  village  is  supplied  from  the  Authority’s  own  water¬ 
works  at  Holly  Bush  Lane.  The  supply  is  restricted  in  quantity 
but  of  satisfactory  quality.  The  water  is  from  a  deep  well  in  the 
chalk.  No  chlorination  is  carried  out.  The  remainder  of  the  very 
scattered  parish  is  supplied  from  private  wells  and  boreholes. 

The  parish  of  Great  Gaddesden  is  also  very  scattered.  In  the 
valley  of  the  Gade  there  are  shallow  wells  in  gravel  which  are 
generally  found  to  yield  water  of  good  quality.  Potten  End  has 
an  adequate  piped  supply  from  the  Great  Berkhamsted  Water 
Company.  The  hamlets  of  Jockey  End  and  Chequers  End, 
Gaddesden  Row,  are  supplied  by  the  Council  from  boreholes  in 
the  chalk  The  supplies  from  these  two  sources  are  chlorinated. 
Steps  are  being  taken  to  improve  storage  capacity  and  distribution 
at  Jockey  End  and  the  construction  of  a  main  and  standpipes  is 
in  progress. 

Bacteriological  samples  of  all  public  supplies  above  mentioned 
were  carried  out  during  the  year  and  all  samples  were  found  to 
be  satisfactory  with  the  exception  of  the  present  supply  used  by 
the  public  at  Great  Gaddesden  and  referred  to  in  my  1948  Report. 

A  Youth  Hostel  in  the  district  draws  its  water  supply  from  a 
river  which  is  fed  from  the  overflow  of  watercress  beds.  Water 
samples  from  the  stream  showed  that  the  water  is  badly  polluted. 
After  representations  were  made  to  the  Youth  Hostels  Association, 
the  Council  approached  the  Ministry  of  Health  who  are  dealing 
with  the  matter. 

Private  supplies  from  the  chalk  are  usually  found  to  be  of 
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good  quality.  Where  contamination  is  found  it  very  often  happens 
that  a  thorough  cleansing  of  the  storage  cistern  produces  a  good 
bacteriological  report. 


Water  Samples  taken  during  1949: 

Private  ...  ...  15  (Satisfactory 

(Unsatisfactory 

Public  ..  ...  it  (Satisfactory 

(Unsatisfactory 

(in  two  cases,  further  samples  were  required) 


8 

7 

8 

1 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  number 
of  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 


Parish 

Population 

(approx.) 

(a)  Direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  By  means  of 
stand-pipes 

Houses 

Pop  ’n. 

Houses 

Pop’n. 

Bovingdon 

2050 

569 

1821 

67 

214 

Flaunden 

160 

28 

90 

23 

64 

Kings  Langlev 

3600 

1074 

3437 

18 

58 

Chipperfield  ... 

1250 

336 

1075 

59 

189 

Flamstead 

1050 

75 

240 

128 

410 

Gt.  Gaddesden 

1000 

60 

198 

89 

285 

Markyate 

1600 

370 

1184 

98 

313 

Population  figures  are  approximate. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  states: — 

The  problem  of  drainage  in  those  parts  of  the  district  with 
a  clay  soil  with  abundant  supplies  of  water  remains  one  of  con¬ 
siderable  difficulty. 

It  is  becoming  increasingly  evident  that  the  smaller  sewerage 
works  in  this  district  are  becoming  overloaded.  The  construction 
of  the  trunk  sewer  of  the  Colne  Valley  Sewage  Board  will  relieve 
the  position  in  the  valley  of  the  Gade  below  Hemel  Hempstead 
but  the  position  in  the  valley  of  the  Ver  will  require  serious  altera - 
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tion  in  the  not  too  distant  future.  There  seems  to  be  no  likelihood 
for  the  drainage  of  the  parish  of  Great  Gaddesden  for  some  time. 

Bovingdon  Airport  and  over  ioo  inhabited  huts  are  drained 
to  a  modern  activated  sludge  sewage  disposal  plant. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  this  plant  should  be  adopted  for 
the  sewage  of  the  two  parishes  of  Flaunden  and  Bovingdon  and 
exploratory  work  is  being  carried  out  to  this  end  ” 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Regular  collection  of  refuse  is  made  throughout  the  district. 
Disposal  is  by  tipping,  which  is  controlled  as  far  as  practicable 
The  tips  are  regularly  treated  for  rat  infestation.  Collection  of 
paper  salvage  was  discontinued  during  the  year. 

Night  Soil  Collection. 

Weekly  collection  at  night  of  all  pail  closets  is  made  by  the 
Authority’s  cesspool  emptying  machine  at  Bovingdon,  Flaunden, 
Flamstead,  Chipperfield  and  Great  Gaddesden.  Kings  Langley 
and  Markyate  being  sewered,  there  are  very  few  pail  closets ,  and 
these  are  dealt  with  privately.  The  disposal  of  night  soil  is 
becoming  more  and  more  a  problem;  it  has  been  found  impractic¬ 
able  to  dispose  of  all  this  material  via  the  sewage  works. 

Cesspool  Emptying. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  Authority  using  the  one  cesspool 
machine  in  the  daytime  throughout  the  district.  The  cost  of  the 
service  is  not  included  in  the  rates.  Two  schemes  are  in  operation: 

(a)  Emptying  by  Contract  at  regular  intervals; 

(b)  Emptying  on  request. 

The  number  of  cesspools  emptied  during  the  year  was  227 
representing  181,600  galls.  Disposal  is  by  pumping  onto  farm  land 
and  into  the  sewage  systems.  The  permission  obtained  from  the 
Ministry  of  Civil  Aviation  to  use  the  sewage  works  attached  to 
Bovingdon  Airport  has  been  of  great  assistance  in  this  work. 

The  number  of  cesspools  in .  the  district  is  considered  to  be 
approximate^  1,000.  The  amount  of  work  coming  to  hand  has 
shown  a  gradual  but  substantial  increase  and  it  is  thought  likely 
that  this  branch  of  the  work  will  increase  in  the  year  up  to  the 
full  capacity  of  the  plant  available. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year: — 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

5 

5 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

1 

Nil 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

3 

3 

Nil 

Measles  ... 

88 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

8 

Nil 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

Nil 

— 

Undulant  Fever 

1 

1 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Cerebrospinal  Fever 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Pulmonary  ...  •••  5  Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary  .  5  Non-Pulmonary  ... 
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The  Urban  District  of  Berkhamsted  comprises  an  area  of  2,017 
acres. 


Population  (Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  resident 
population)  1949  . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1949)  according 

to  rate  books . 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


IU550 

3,222 

£90,509 

£363 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 

T otal.  M.  F. 


LIVE 

( 

Legitimate 

158 

83 

75  )  BIRTH-RATE 

BIRTHS 

( 

)  per  1,000  of  the 

( 

Illegitimate 

8 

4 

4  )  estimated  resi- 

dent  population 

T4-4 

STILL- 

( 

Legitimate 

2 

1 

1  )  STILL-BIRTH 

BIRTHS 

( 

)  RATE  per  1,000 

( 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

—  )  (live  and  still) 

births  ............ 

11. 9 

DEATHS 

•  •  •  .  ,  , 

119 

56 

63  )  DEATH-RATE 

per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resi- 

dent  population 

10.3 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Death-Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

NIL 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

12.0 

Legitimate  infants  per  i.ooo  legitimate  births 

... 

12.7 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births 
Actual  number  of  deaths  under  1  year: 

Nil 

Legitimate  . 

2  ) 

Total 

Illegitimate  . 

- ) 

2 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

28 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

NIL 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

NIL 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (Under  2  years  of  age)  ... 

3i 

NIL 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death. 

Of  the  1 19  deaths,  38  were  attributable  to  Heart  Disease  and 
14  to  Other  Circulatory  Diseases;  there  were  no  deaths  from 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  (or  Non-Respiratory) — 11  were  due  to 
Other  Respiratory  Diseases.  28  Deaths  were  due  to  Cancer. 
There  was  one  death  from  Influenza  and  one  from  a  Road  Traffic 
Accident. 

Causes  of  Death  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

The  two  deaths  were  both  due  to  Congenital  Disease  or  Injury; 
both  infants  were  premature  and  died  at  an  age  of  less  than  three 
months. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1949 

Visits  and  Inspections  Made. 

Complaints. 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ..  ...  •  .  335 

General 

Dwelling  houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  and 


Housing  Acts  ...  . ...  ...  •  ••  333 

Housing  Survey  .  .  80 

Requisitioned  property  .  .  ...  ...  ...  ---  81 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ••  34 

Dirty  and  verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Visits  re.  Council  House  applications  ...  ...  ...  50 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  .  •••  ••  53 

Water  Supply  ...  ..  ...  ...  •••  -•  13 

Drainage  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  •  12 

Schools  ...  ...  •••  ...  •••  4 

Cinemas  . .  ...  ...  •  •  -  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  2 

Common  Lodging  Houses  .  .  .  ...  6 

Shops  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ••  2 

Revisits  to  premises  under  Notice  ...  ...  ..  275 

Swimming  pool  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Builders,  etc .  ...  136 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  .  .  ..  ...  •  .  92 
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Meat  and  Foods 

Cowsheds  and  dairies 
Bakehouses 
Provision  stores 
Meat  Shops 
Cafe  premises 
Market  inspections 
Ice  cream  premises 
Fried  fish  shoos  ... 

Sampling 

Water — Bacteriological 
Chemical  ... 

Milk — Bacteriological 
Ice  Cream — Bacteriological 

Notices  Served  and  Complied  With, 

Served  : 

Statutory  ...  Public  Health  Act 

Informal  .  .  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  ... 

Shops  Act 


25 

47 

34 

40 

40 

50 

26 
5 


12 


3 

10 


Complied  with  : 

Statutory  ...  Housing  Act  ...  ...  ...  1 

Public  Health  Act  ...  ..  2 

Informal  ...  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  115 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  ...  4 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied. 


Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  : — 

Provision  of  internal  sink  and  water  supply  ...  ...  2 

Sinks  repaired  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Roofs  ...  ...  ...  .  .  ...  ...  ...  7 

Gutters  and  downpipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Washcopper  provided  ...  ...  ...  . ...  1 

Plaster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Windows  repaired  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

W.C.  Fittings  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ..  ...  12 

Drains  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Manholes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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Water  service  pipes  repaired 

Dustbins  provided 

Dirty  premises  cleansed  ... 

Verminous  premises  cleansed 
Smoke  nuisances  abated  ... 

Boundary  walls  repaired  .  . 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  : 

Premises  cleansed  and  limewashed 
Provision  of  means  of  washing  ... 

Licensed  Premises  : 

Provision  of  proper  urinal  accommodation 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation  : 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease 
Houses  cleansed  and  disinfested 
Parcels  of  bedding  steam  disinfested  ... 
Wasps  nests  destroyed  ... 


7 

81 

i 

1 

2 
I 

8 

i 


i 

8 

i3 

16 

21 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Milk  Production  andi  Distribution. 

There  are  no  bottling  or  pasteurising  establishments  within  the 
district. 

The  Council  has  issued  Dealers  Licences  to  use  the  designation 
Sterilised,  Pasteurised  and  Tuberculin  1'ested  in  respect  of  the  sale 
of  such  milk  at  three  premises  within  the  district  and  also  one 
supplementary  licence  to  sell  Sterilised  and  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 
The  conditions  of  licence  in  each  instance  have  been  observed. 
The  number  of  persons  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1949 
was  as  follows: — 

Cowkeepers  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  3 

Retailers  (resident  in  district)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Retailers  (non-resident  in  district)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Retailers  of  Bottled  Milk  (General  Shops)  .  i 

One  Accredited  producer  ceased  production  during  the  year. 

Ice  Cream. 

There  are  four  premises  registered  with  the  Authority  for  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream.  One  manufacturer  was  out  of 
production  many  months  in  the  year  because  of  a  breakdown  in 
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his  plant  which  has  since  been  remedied.  All  the  premises  conform 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  the  method 
of  manufacture  is  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  Heat  Treat¬ 
ment  Regulations.  Ten  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  fof 
provisional  grading  and  proved  satisfactory.  Nine  other  premises 
are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream.  The  town  is  visited  by 
itinerant  vendors  and  as  it  is  difficult  to  effect  any  sampling 
enquiries  are  made  of  the  local  authorities  in  whose  area  the 
vendors'  premises  are  situate. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection.  * 

Over  240  visits  were  made  to  the  various  types  of  premises 
used  for  the  sale  or  preparation  of  food.  Attention  was  given  to 
the  general  cleanly  condition  of  premises  and  appliances  and .  to 
the  cleanliness  and  methods  of  persons  employed. 

One  bakehouse  premises  was  enlarged  and,  by  the  provision 
of  a  modern  gas  oven,  has  been  greatly  improved 

Informal  action  was  taken  against  a  market  vendor  of  cakes 
and  confectionery  requiring  the  provision  of  a  properly  enclosed 
stall,  and  resulted  in  proper  premises  being  used  in  the  form  of  a 
modern  telescopic  trailer. 

The  slaughtering  of  bovines,  sheep  and  pigs  is  centralised  at 
the  Tring  Abattoir  which  serves  the  need  of  Berkhamsted  Urban 
District,  Berkhamsted  Rural  District  and  Tring  Urban  District. 
All  carcases  and  offal  are  subject  to  a  post-mortem  examination. 
Imported  frozen  meat  carcases  and  offal  are  distributed  from  a 
Watford  Depot. 

Foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption: — 


Meat  and  meat  products  ...  ..  ...  ...  455  lbs. 

Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  266  lbs. 

Macaroni  and  Semolina  ...  ...  ...  ...  142  lbs. 

Fish  Cakes  ...  ...  ...  ..  ..  ...  72  lbs. 

Tins,  packets  and  bottles  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,445 

Sausages  ...  • .  29  lbs. 

Jam .  17  lbs. 

Apple  Puree  ...  ...  . ...  ...  ...  40  lbs. 

Pudding  mixture  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36  doz. 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15  lbs. 


Food  Poisoning: 

No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  have  occurred  during  the  year. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act  1937. 


i.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 

tions  i,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

10 

6 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

57 

47 

6 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises) 

4 

4 

4 

TOTAL  ... 

71 

57 

11 

\ 


2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
Defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 

Particulars 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 

prosec¬ 

utions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences: 
unsuitable  or  defective 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

11 

11 

— 

— 

— 

Outwork. 

Section  iio  and  iii 


3$ 


Nil 
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HOUSING 

I  am  obliged  to  Mr.  R.  Hulse,  Engineer  and  Surveyor  to 
Berkhamsted  Urban  District,  for  the  following  statement  on  the 
progress  of  housing  schemes: — 

During  1949  the  housing  problem  was  acute  and  caused  a 
good  deal  of  concern  to  the  Urban  District  Council.  At  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  year  there  were  496  applications  for  housing  accom¬ 
modation.  Good  progress  was  made  with  building  and  64  houses 
were  completed  by  the  Local  Authority  and  4  by  private  enterprise, 
bringing  the  totals  of  houses  completed  since  the  end  of  the  war  to 
117  by  the  Local  Authority  and  55  by  private  enterprise.  The 
houses  built  by  the  Local  Authority  during  1949  were  all  traditional 
permanent  houses  with  either  three  or  four  bedrooms. 

The  Council's  principal  post-war  estate  is  the  Durrants  Estate 
situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  town,  with  an  area  of  approxi¬ 
mately  40  acres.  When  completed,  there  will  be  approximately 
325  houses.  2  shops  with  living  accommodation  and  a  small 
number  of  lock-up  garages.  The  estate  is  being  developed  on 
model  lines  at  a  density  of  8  houses  to  the  acre  On  certain  of  the 
roads,  open  forecourt  development  has  been  adopted  and  within 
the  estate  there  will  be  a  public  open  space  with  recreational 
appliances  for  children.  The  houses  that  are  being  erected  are 
all  of  high  quality  and  the  Council  have  seen  no  reason  to  reduce 
the  standard  of  amenity  provided  for  their  tenants  within  the 
houses. 

The  completion  of  172  houses  by  municipal  and  private 
enterprise  has  materially  assisted  in  enabling  the  Council  to  deal 
with  many  of  the  worst  cases  on  the  waiting  list.  The  fact  that 
the  number  of  applications  at  the  end  of  the  year,  599,  was  greater 
than  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  shows  that  there  is  still 
great  urgency  for  the  provision  of  more  houses. 

The  most  serious  problem  facing  the  Urban  Council  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  the  number  of  applicants  on  their  list  who 
were  unable  to  afford  the  rent  of  a  post-war  house  bht  who  were 
in  need  of  accommodation.  At  one  time  the  Council  hoped  that 
there  would  be  migration  from  their  pre-war  houses  to  their  post¬ 
war  ones  but  whilst  this  movement  was  apparent  in  1948,  it  almost 
ceased  in  1949.  It  is  felt  that  this  is  a  national  problem,  and  it  is 
earnestly  hoped  that  legislation  will  be  passed  in  the  near  future 
which  will  enable  the  Council  to  let  pre-war  houses  at  lower  rents 
than  is  possible  at  the  present  time.  Apart  from  the  cases  that 
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have  just  been  referred  to,  the  Council  find  that  there  are  very 
many  cases  where  the  physical  health  of  the  applicant  is  affected 
more  by  mental  strain  rather  than  actual  overcrowding,  and  many 
of  the  worst  cases  in  this  category  have  been  dealt  with  during 

the  year. 

With  the  housing  shortage  that  still  prevails,  the  Council 
have  not  been  able  to  deal  specifically  with  those  families  living 
in  old  and  condemned  properties,  but  many  of  these  are  on  the 
list  of  applicants  for  new  houses  and  certain  cases  have  been 
dealt  with  by  the  Selection  Sub-Committee.  The  Council’s 
policy  is  to  close  premises  that  are  unfit  for  habitation  whenever 
they  move  the  family  or  families  occuping  it  into1  a  new  house. 

It  is  obvious  that  whilst  a  lot  was  done  in  1949,  a  great  deal 
still  remains  to  be  done  in  succeeding  years. 


2.  During  the  year  the  following  number  of  houses  were: — 
(a)  Commenced  Only. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Prefabricated 

Nil 

_ 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick 

50 

3  and  4  bed.,  Parlour 
and  Non-parlour 

13 

(b)  Completed. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Prefabricated 

Nil 

_ 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick 

64 

3  and  4  bed. ,  Parlour 
and  Non-parlour 

4 

2.  The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31.12.49  was 
as  follows:  — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  COMPLETED  since  1.1.45  up  to 


31.12.49. 


Site 


Highfield  House  Estate 
Swingate  Lane  Estate 


No  of 
Houses 

Type 

30 

Prefabricated  Bungalows 

20 

3  bedroom,  non-parlour,  brick 
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(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  COMMENCED  since  1.1.45,  BUT 
NOT  COMPLETED  at  31 .12.49. 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No. 

comm¬ 

enced 

No. 

com¬ 

pleted 

Durrants  Farm  Estate  ... 

300 

approx. 

3  and  4  bedroom 
parlour  and  non-parlour 

124 

67 

(c)  Particulars  of  OTHER  SCHEMES  PROJECTED  since  1.1.49, 
i.e.  Schemes  about  which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where 
a  start  had  not  been  made  at  31.12.49. 


S  ite 

Proposed  No.  of  houses 

Type 

Victoria  Road 

10 

2  bedroom,  non-parlour 

3.  At  the  end  of  1949,  there  were  599  applicants  for  Council 
houses.  A  total  of  12  houses  were  requisitioned  by  the  Urban 
District  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year.. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

Ihe  District  is  served  by  the  Great  Berkhamsted  Water 
Company.  The  supply  is  constant  and  sufficient  in  quantity  and 
quality.  It  is  chlorinated.  The  water  is  drawn  from  the  chalk 
sub-strata  and  no  complaint  of  plumbo-solvency  or  contamination 
by  lead  has  occurred. 

The  Authority  and  the  Water  Company  each  submit  samples 
of  water  for  bacteriological  examination  on  alternate  months.  The 
Authority  also  submit  samples  for  chemical  analysis  quarterly. 
The  results  of  all  samples  prove  the  water  to  be  highly  satisfactory 
for  all  purposes  of  domestic  use. 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  number 
of  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 


Population 

(a)  Supply  direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

11550 

3178 

11495 

14 

55 

Population  figures  are  approximate. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year: —  _ ________ 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

Nil 

Whooping  C-ough 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

1* 

1  * 

Measles  •••  •  • «  •  •  •  ••• 

74 

Nil 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

1 

Nil 

— 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ... 

3 

Nil 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

12 

Nil 

*  The  one  death  from  Acute  Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  1950. 


Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups. 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Acute  Polio¬ 
myelitis 

Measles 

i 

< 

Pneumonia 

i 

I 

Erysipelas 

In  fective 

Hepatitis 

Under  1  year 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

.  .  . 

... 

1  to  2  years  . . . 

1 

5 

... 

2  to  3 

1 

7 

... 

3  to  4 

5 

•  • 

1 

4  to  5  »»  •  •  • 

•  •  . 

6 

... 

5  to  10 

1 

2 

39 

... 

8 

10  to  15 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

6 

... 

15  to  20 

1 

... 

1 

20  to  35 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

35  t'o  45 

•  -  . 

... 

.  .  . 

1 

45  to  65  ,, 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

65  and  upwards  .. 

•  •  • 

1 

Age  Unknown 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

TOTAL  CASES 

74 

1 

12 

NOTIFIED  ... 

O 

■M 

4 

2 

3 

the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  during  the 
Most  of  the  cases  of  Measles  occurred  during 


As  will  be  seen., 
year  was  very  light, 
the  Spring;  there  were  no  deaths. 

Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases. 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  8 

Non-Pulmonary  .  1 


Deaths. 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  Nil 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  Nil 
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STATISTICS 


The  Rural  District  of  Berkhamsted  is  composed  of  the  parishes 
of  Northchurch,  Aldburv,  Wigginton,  Tring  Rural,  Nettleden 
(with  Potten  End),  Little  Gaddesden  and  Puttenham,  which  com¬ 
prises  an  area  of  17,527  acres. 

Population  (Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  resident 

population)  1949  .  5,542 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  iend  of  1949)  according 

to  Rate  Books  .  .  .  .  1,580 

Rateable  Value  . .  .  £35483 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £*34 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

LIVE 

(  Legitimate 

82 

54 

28  )  BIRTH-RATE 

BIRTHS 

( 

)  per  1,000  of  the 

(  Illegitimate 

5 

O 

3  )  estimated  resi- 

dent  population  15.7 

STILL- 

{  Legitimate 

2 

— 

3  )  STILL  BIRTH 

BIRTHS 

( 

)  RATE  per  1,000 

(  Illegitimate 

— 

— 

—  )  (live  and  still) 

births  .  22.5 

DEATHS 

.  .  0  ... 

61 

34 

27  )  DEATH-RATE 

per  1,000  of  the 
}  estimated  resi¬ 
dent  population  11.0 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

NIL 

Death-Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . 

n-5 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births 

•  •  • 

12.2 

Illegitimate  infants  per  i,ooo  illegitimate  births 

.  .  . 

Nil 

Actual  number  of  deaths  under  one  year: 
Legitimate 

1 

)  Total 

Illegitimate 

— 

)  1 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

10 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

NIL 
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Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  NIL 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (Under  2  years  of  age)  ...  NIL 

Principal  Causes  of  Death. 

Of  the  6 1  deaths,  21  were  attributable  to  Heart  Disease  and 
10  to  Other  Circulatory  Diseases.  There  was  one  death  from 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  (none  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis), 
and  6  from  Other  Respiratory  Diseases.  10  deaths  were  attribut¬ 
able  to  Cancer.  One  death  occurred  from  a  Road  Traffic  Accident. 

Causes  of  Death  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

The  one  death  was  attributable  to  Birth  Injury. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


Visits  and  Inspections  Made. 

General  :  Houses — Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  43 

Housing  Acts  ...  ...  •••  Si 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  2 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  7 

Complaints  investigated  ...  31 

Drainage  inspections  and  tests  ...  ...  27 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  ...  ...  ...  S 

Factories,  workshops  and  workplaces  ...  3 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  •••  •••  2 

Schools  ...  ..  •••  •••  •••  5 

Petroleum  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Work  in  progress  .  ...  ...  ...  93 

Verminous  premises  ..  ...  ...  Nil 

Cesspools  ...  ...  •  •  •••  •  •  •  x7 

Canal  boats  ...  ...  •••  •••  9 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rivers  and  streams  ...  ...  ...  1 

Premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  4 

Meat  and  Food  :  Slaughterhouses  .  Nil 

Cowsheds  and  dairies  .  17 

W ater  samples  ...  ...  ...  •  •  2 

Food  stores  ...  ...  ...  •••  6 
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Notices  Served  and  Complied  with. 

Outstanding  Served  Complied  with  Outstanding 

31.12.48  1949  1949  31.12.49 

7  21  19  9 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied. 

Houses 

Drainage  and  cesspools 
Waterclosets 
Dairies  and  cowsheds 
Factories 

Disinfestation. 

No  disinfestation  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year. 


53 

21 

16 

2 

1 


Mr.  Jesse  Oakes,  the  Council's  Sanitary  Inspector,  was  taken 
ill  early  in  1949  and  he  ceased  work  in  May  of  that  year.  Con¬ 
sequent  upon  his  absence  the  amount  of  work  undertaken  by  his 
department  was  considerably  less  than  during  1948. 

Mr.  Oakes  has  been  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  with  the 
Berkhamsted  Rural  District  Council  since  1919.  With  such  long 
service  there  necessarily  resulted  a  most  intimate  knowledge  of 
conditions  in  the  District,  and  because  of  this  and  his  constant 
readiness  to  help  me  in  public  health  matters,  I  shall  greatly  miss 
his  assistance. 

Mr.  Oakes  died  in  October,  1949,  and  his  successor,  Mr.  C. 
Laidman,  was  appointed  in  December. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Milk  Production  and  Distribution. 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  as  follows:  — 

Cowkeepers  only  .  .  ...  ...  ...  35 

Cowkeeper  Retailers  ...  ...  ...  14 

Retailers  (non-resident  in  the  District)  ...  8 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

No  slaughtering  for  sale  is  carried  out  in  the  District.  The 
slaughtering  of  bovines,  sheep  and  pigs  for  human  consumption  is 
centralised  at  Tring  Abattoir.  All  carcases  and  offal  are  subject 
to  post-mortem  examination. 

Two  condemnations  of  unsound  food  exposed  for  sale  by 
retail  were  made  during  the  year. 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  have  occurred  in  the  district 
during  the  year. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act  1937. 


i.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  i,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

7 

3 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

2 

— 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

_ 

TOTAL  ... 

9 

3 

| 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  .  Nil 

Outwork. 

Sections  no  and  in  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  Nil 
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HOUSING 


I.  Rural  Housing  Survey. 

This  Survey  was  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  In  this 
connection  it  is  necessary  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  afforded 
by  Mr.  J.  Webb,  the  County  Health  Inspector,  in  bringing  the 
Survey  to  a  conclusion. 

The  final  classification  is  as  follows: — 


Total  No. 
of  houses 
for 

inspection 

Number 
of  houses 
inspected 

Classification* 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1,109 

1109 

322 

154 

521 

— 

112 

*  Note:  Classification — 

1.  Satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

2.  Minor  Defects. 

3.  Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or  improvement. 

4.  Appropriate  for  reconditioning  under  the  Housing 

(Rural  Workers)  Act ,  or  similar  Act. 

5.  Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond  repair  at  a  reasonable 

expense. 


2.  During  the  year  the  following  number  of  houses  were: — 

(a)  Commenced  Only. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Prefabricated 

Permanent  Brick  ... 

Nil 

12 

3  bedroom,  parlour 

Nil 

6 

(b)  Completed. 


Local  Authoritv 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Prefabricated 

Nil 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick  ... 

30 

3  bedroom,  parlour 

7 
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3.  The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31.12.49  was  as 
follows: — - 


(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  COMPLETED  since  1.1.45  up  to 
31.12.49. 


Site 

Number  of 
houses 

Type  of  house 

Wigginton,  Chesham  Road 

6 

4  non-parlour,  3  bedroom 

2  non-parlour,  2  bedroom 

Aldbury,  Malting  Lane 

4 

2  parlour,  3  bedroom 

2  non-parlour,  3  bedroom 

Aldbury,  Stoneycroft... 

12 

3  bedroom  (10  parlour,  2  non- 

parlour 

Wilstone,  New  Road 

4 

Non-parlour,  3  bedroom 

Lt.  Gaddesden,  NettledenRd. 

12 

8  parlour,  3  bedroom 

4  non-parlour,  3  bedroom 

Long  Marston,  Tring  Road... 

6 

Parlour,  3  bedroom 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  COMMENCED  since  1.1.45  BUT 
NOT  COMF1, ETED  at  31.12.49. 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 

Houses 

Type 

No. 

comm¬ 

enced 

No. 

com¬ 

pleted 

Little  Gaddesden, 

Nettleden  Road... 

16 

Parlour,  3  bedroom 

16 

6 

Potten  End,  Vicarage  Rd 

32 

Parlour,  3  bedroom 

6 

6 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  PROJECTED  since  1.1.49  (i.e. 

Schemes  about  which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a 
start  had  not  been  made  at  31.12.49). 


Site 

Proposed  No.  of  Houses 

Type 

Wigginton  ... 

8 

3  bedroom,  parlour 

4.  Number  of  houses  requisitioned  as  at  end  of  1949  ...  Nil 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1949  168 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  Parishes  of  Tring  Rural,  Puttenham,  Wigginton  and 
Aldbury  receive  constant  water  supplies  from  the  Bucks  Water 
Board.  Little  Gaddesden  and  the  hamlet  of  St.  Margarets  are 
supplied  by  the  Great  Berkhamstead  Water  Company,  as  also  are 
Potten  End  and  Northchurch  m  part.  There  is  no  piped  supply 
to  the  hamlets  of  Frithsden  and  Nettleden. 

There  has  been  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvency  occurring  in 
the  water;  supplies  have  a  considerable  degree  of  hardness.  No 
action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  contamination. 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  number 
of  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 


Parish 

Population 

(a)  Supply  direct 
to  Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means 
of.  Standpipes 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Aldbury 

860 

250 

799 

15 

49 

Little  Gaddesden 

1326 

253 

1326 

Nettleden  (with 

Potten  End) 

982 

230 

874 

3 

7 

Northchurch... 

841 

220 

788 

Puttenham  ... 

100 

35 

100 

Tring  Rural  ... 

737 

191 

681 

13 

48 

Wigginton 

990 

247 

973 

•  •  • 

Population  figures  are  approximate. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year: — 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  . 

6 

6 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles . 

55 

1 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Infective  Hepatitis 

O 

Nil 

... 
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Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups. 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Under  1  year 

1  to  2  years  ... 

2  to  3  ,, 

3  to  4  ,, 

4  to  5  „ 

5  to  10  ,, 

10  to  15 

15  to  20  ,, 

20  to  35 

35  to  45  ,, 

45  to  65  ,, 

65  and  upwards  .. 
Age  unknown 

*  1 

5 

2 

3 

4 

7 

2 

7 

31 

3 

1 

1 

TOTAL  CASES 
NOTIFIED  ... 

6 

5 

55 

1 

1 

1 


2 


Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases. 

Pulmonary  .  3 

Non-Pulmonary . Nil 


Deaths. 

Pulmonary 
Non-Pulmonary  ... 


i 


Nil 
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STATISTICS 

The  Urban  District  of  Tring  comprises  an  area  of  4,407  acres. 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  resident 

population)  1949  .  5  >198 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  'end  of  1949)  according 

to  rate  books  ...  ...  .  .  ...  ...  ...  1,594 

Rateable  Value  . . .  £31,140 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  . .  . . .  ...  £123 


Extracts  from.  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 


Total.  M. 

LIVE  (  Legitimate  96  47 

BIRTHS  ( 

(  Illegitimate  2  1 

STILLBIRTHS  . 

DEATHS  ...  ...  58  29 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 


F. 

49  )  BIRTH-RATE 
)  per  1,000  of  the 
1  )  estimated  resi¬ 
dent  population  18.6 

Nil 

29  DEATH-RATE 
per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resi¬ 
dent  population  11.2 

...  NIL 


Death-Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births 

Actual  number  of  deaths  under  one  year: 

Legitimate . 

Illegitimate .  ..  . 


20.4 

20.8 

Nil 

2  )  Total 
—  )  2. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  12 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  NIL 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  NIL 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (Under  2  years  of  age)  ...  NIL 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death. 

Of  the  58  deaths,  27  were  attributable  to  Heart  Disease,  2  to 
Other  Circulatory  Diseases  and  5  1°  Respiratory  Diseases, 
deaths  from  Tuberculosis  were  recorded.  There  were  12  deaths 

from  Cancer. 

Causes  of  Death  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

Both  of  the  deaths  were  attributable  to  Congenital  Disease  or 
Injury  and  were  under  3  months  of  age. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 

Visits  and  Inspections  Made. 

Complaints  or  Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ••  2  5 

Revisits  to  premises  under  Notice  ...  •  -  •••  18 

Interviews  with  owners  or  agents  ...  ...  ...  31 

Refuse  Disposal  and/or  Collection  ...  ...  ...  8 

Civil  Building  Licences .  10 

Shops  and  Food  Stores  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  31 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  .  6 

Buildings  and  Byelaws  .  ...  ...  •  34 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  -  •  3 

Cinemas  and  Theatres  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

Infectious  diseases  and  disinfections  ...  •••  •••  11 

Verminous  premises  ...  .  .  •  ••  •••  •••  1 

Water  Sampling .  ••  x3 

Number  of  Notices  Served. 

Informal  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  14 

Abatement  under  Public  Health  Acts  ..  ...  ...  2 

Statutory  under  Section  13,  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  1 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied. 

By  Owners  after  Statutory  Notice  : 

Yard  floors  repaired  .  1 

Eaves,  gutters  repaired  or  renewed  ..  ...  ...  1 

By  Owners  after  Informal  Notice  : 

Drainage  defects  remedied  ...  ••  ...  ••  2 
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Defective  eaves  and  gutters  repaired 

Dustbins  provided  . 

Floors  repaired 

Plumbing  repairs . 

Drainage  systems  modernised  .. 
Piped  Water  Supplies  repaired 
Dampness  ameliorated 


i 

3 

i 

i 

12 

I 

I 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Milk  Production,  and  Distribution. 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1949 
was  as  follows:  — 

Producers .  ...  . .  16 

Retailers  (resident  in  area)  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Retailers  ( non-resident  in  area)  ...  ...  .  .  ..  5 

Food  Preparing  Premises. 

Periodic  inspection  of  food  preparing  premises  is  carried  out 
and  close  supervision  maintained.  The  conduct  of  these  premises 
is  generally  satisfactory.  Regular  inspection  of  stalls  and  vehicles 
at  the  weekly  market  is  carried  out. 

Ice  Cream. 

There  is  only  one  small  manufacturer  in  the  area.  Premises 
are  satisfactory  and  freezing  equipment  up-to-date.  All  other 
retailers  sell  proprietary  makes. 

Bakehouses. 

Ihere  are  six  bakehouses  on  the  Register.  No  complaints  were 
encountered  during  the  year. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

I.  Retail  Foodstuffs  Found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 


during  the  year:— 

Meat  and  Meat  Products  .  .  ...  184  lbs. 

Dried  Milk  ...  .  .  ...  ...  no  lbs. 

Soya  Flour  .  ...  ...  23  lbs. 

Processed  Cheese  ..  ...  ...  14  lbs. 

Ground  Spice  .  .  ...  .  14  lbs. 

Tins — various  ...  ...  .  .  ...  369 
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2 .  Tring  Abattoir: 

This  abattoir  deals  with  all  home  killed  meat  supplied  to  Tring 
Urban  District.  Berkhamsted  Urban  District  and  Berkhamsted 
Rural  District.  Inspection  during  the  year  has  been  carried  out  by 
Mr.  G.  E.  Brogan,  Sanitary  Inspector,  Berkhamsted  Urban 
District. 

The  following  is  a  report  on  the  year’s  work:— 


Table  1.  Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excl¬ 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

736 

130 

597 

2040 

156 

Number  inspected 

736 

130 

597 

2040 

156 

All  Diseases  Except  Tuberculosis: 

1 

1 

7 

1 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

118 

31 

•  •  • 

41 

16 

Percentage  of  the  ifumber  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

16  1 

24.6 

.3 

2.3 

7.0 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

4 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

47 

26 

•  •  . 

.  .  . 

6 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

6.6 

23 

4.5 

affected  with  tuberculosis 

•  •  • 

Table  2.  Weight  of  Meat  and  Offal  Condemned. 
Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  4846-lbs. 

Other  diseases  ...  ...  .  .  •••  5I24"^S- 


Total .  9970-lbs. 


Five  cases  of  Cystircercus  Bovis  were  found  during  the  year. 
The  offal  in  each  case  was  condemned  and  the  carcases  taken  over 
by  W.M.S.A.  for  cold  storage  treatment  as  recommended  by  the 
Ministry. 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  have  occurred  during  the  year. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act  1937. 

i.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  i,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

8 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

32 

9 

3 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

- 

TOTAL  ... 

40 

9 

3 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
Defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec¬ 
utions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences: 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

3 

3 

— 

— - 

53 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 


Outwork. 

Section  110. 

Number  of  outworkers  in  August  list  required  by  Sect,  iio(i)  (c) : 

Making  wearing  apparel,  etc.  ..  ...  •••  •••  1 

Number  of  cases  of  default  in  sending  lists  to  the  Council  ..  Nil 
Number  of  prosecutions  for  failure  to  supply  list  ...  ...  Nil 

Section  111. 

Number  of  instances  of  work  in  unwholesome  premises  ...  Nil 


HOUSING 


i.  During  the  year  the  following  number  of  houses  were, 
(a)  Commenced  Only. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Prefabricated 

Nil 

_ 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick 

10 

3  bedroom,  parlour 

6 

(b>  Completed. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Prefabricated  . 

Nil 

_ 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick 

12 

3  bedroom,  parlour 

1 

2.  The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31.12.49  was  as 
follows: — 


(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  COMPLETED  since  1.1.45  up  to 
31.12.49:  


Site 

Number 
of  houses 

Type 

Woodland  Close, 

Park  Road  ... 

46 

3  bedroom,  parlour 

Gamnel,  New  Mill  ... 

14 

3  bedroom,  parlour 
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(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  COMMENCED  since  1.1.45,  but 
NOT  COMPLETED  at  3 1.12.49: 


Proposed 

No. 

No. 

Site 

No.  of 

Type 

comm- 

com- 

Houses 

enced 

pleted 

Dundale  Road 

10 

3  bedroom,  parlour 

10 

— 

(c)  Particulars  of  OTHER  SCHEMES  PROJECTED  since  1.1.49 
(i.e.,  Schemes  about  which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but 
where  a  start  had  not  been  made  at  31.12.49)  : 


Site 

Proposed  No. 
of  Houses 

Type 

Meadow  Close 

. 

6 

3  bedroom,  Parlour 

Miswell  Lane 

... 

% 

3  bedroom,  Parlour 

3.  Number  of  houses  requisitioned  by  the  Authority  as  at 

31. 12. 4Q  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1949  287 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

There  are  no  developments  to  report  during  the  year  1949  as 
regards  sewage  disposal. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Since  April  1949,  refuse  has  been  collected  weekly  by  motor 
vehicle  instead  of  10-14  day  intervals.  No  satisfactory  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  come  to  as  regards  the  provision  of  a  suitable 
tipping  site. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  whole  District,  with  the  exception  of  the  hamlet  of 
Bulborne  and  a  small  group  of  cottages  at  Little  Tring,  is  supplied 
by  the  Bucks  Water  Board.  The  Council  has  agreed  to  a  scheme  of 
piped  water  supplies  to  the  hamlets  of  Bulbourne  and  Little  Tring 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  this  will  be  completed  by  the  Autumn  of 

T95°- 

The  water  is  of  excellent  quality  and  no  general  restrictions 
in  the  supply  were  imposed  during  the  year.  The  water  has  no 
plumbo-solvent  action.  A  chlorine  dosing  apparatus  is  in  use. 

There  are  about  28  houses  supplied  from  standpipes.  In  the 
case  of  63  houses,  the  taps  are  in  the  wash-house.  Far  too  many 
of  the  older  houses  have  to  share  standpipes  in  common  and  have 
no  internal  water  supplies  or  sinks. 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelhng-houses  and  the  number 
of  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: 


Population 

(a)  Supply  direct  to 
Houses 

(b'l  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

5198 

1566 

5086 

28 

112 

(figures  are  estimated) . 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year: 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

5 

Nil 

Measles 

18 

Nil 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

2 

Nil 

Nil 
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Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups. 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Measles 

Food 

Poisoning 

Under  i  year 

i  to  2  years  ... 

•  •  • 

3 

2  to  3 

•  •  . 

4 

3  to  4  ,, 

1 

1 

4  to  5 

•  •  • 

1 

5  to  io 

4 

3 

io  to  15  ,, 

•  •  • 

4 

15  to  20  ,, 

•  .  . 

1 

1 

20  to  35  „ 

•  .  » 

1 

35  to  45  ,, 

•  .  . 

... 

45  to  65  „ 

.  .  • 

•  •  * 

1 

65  and  upwards  .. 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

Age  Unknown 

... 

•  •  • 

TOTAL  CASES 

c 

18 

-7 

NOTIFIED  ... 

J 

■M 

Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases. 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  3 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  Nil 


Deaths. 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  Nil 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  Nil 


I 
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TABLE  SHOWING  BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES  AND 
INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES 


Area 

Birth- 
Rate 
per  1,000 
Population 

Death- 
Rate 
per  1,000 
Population 

Infantile 
Mortality 
per  1 ,000 
Live  Births 

England  and  Wales  ... 

16  7 

11.7 

32 

126  County  Boroughs  and  Great 
Towns  including  London  ... 

18.7 

12.5 

37 

148  Smaller  Towns  (Resident  Popu¬ 
lation  25,000  to  50,000,  1931 

Census) 

18.0 

11.6 

30 

London  Administrative  County 

18.5 

12.2 

29 

BOROUGH  OF 

HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD  ... 

18.1 

10.3 

26.9 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 

HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD  ... 

18.1 

11.1 

34.5 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF 

BERKHAMSTED  ... 

14  4 

10.3 

12.0 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 

BERKHAMSTED  ... 

15  7 

11.0 

11.5 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING  ... 

16.9 

11.2 

20.4 

WHOLE  SOUTH  HERTS  (No.  1) 
COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT 

17.2 

10.6 

23.9 
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